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Fact Sheet 7 - Literacy and language concepts for teachers and TAs 

• Language is an agreed set of rules used for communication. It’s constructed 

using sounds, symbols and rules. 

• Literacy is the ability to successfully interact with the world by sending, 

receiving and decoding messages. 

• There are lots of ways to improve your own language and literacy skills (such 

as by daily reading and taking note of how authors use language). 

• There are 5 traditional literacy areas: reading, writing, speaking, viewing and 

listening. Modern literacy areas include digital and financial literacy. 

• The first step in formal language learning is phonological awareness. It 

includes rhyme, alliteration, sentence segmentation, syllables, onset-rime and 

phonemes.  

• Phonics is about connecting symbols (graphemes) with their correct sounds 

(phonemes). It is a key focus for most of Year 1. Mastering phonics is critical 

because it’s required for fluent reading and writing.  

• Phonics is taught in stages. Best practice is for students to be told about new 

sounds and symbols, and to then have the opportunity to practise using them. 

• Teachers focus on high-frequency words in Years 2-4 and they also 

encourage word recognition (sight words) so students can see and say a word 

instantly. This is necessary for reading fluency and comprehension. 

• A common phonics issue is undetected gaps in a student’s knowledge. Inform 

the teacher if you notice any gaps as an intervention may be necessary. 

• Reading comprehension is about making meaning from larger texts. For 

comprehension to be successful, reading speed cannot be stifled or slow. 

• Reading comprehension is taught using the before-during-after approach. 

• Active reading is when a person reads a text to find a specific piece of 

information. It helps students to interrogate texts by giving them a focus. 

• Another popular strategy is the levels of instruction which include modelling 

how to read, shared reading and independent reading (I do, we do, you do). 

• Repeated reading requires the student to re-read the same short passage until 

they can do so without any errors. 
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• Re-reading is where a student silently reads the same text multiple times to 

find different information with each pass. 

• Re-telling is a post-reading strategy where a student orally recounts the text to 

his/her peers or another person. 

• The levels of instruction are also commonly used to teach writing (modelling, 

shared writing, guided writing and independent writing). Pre-writing activities 

are very important – don’t rush this stage. 

• Teach effective strategies for spelling and grammar (such as spelling 

patterns). This allows students to become independent learners. 

• In upper primary and high school, common terms you should become familiar 

with include target audience, purpose, genre, style, selection of detail, 

imagery and literary devices. 

• Critical literacy is the ability to deconstruct a text to determine its purpose and 

to understand how it attempts to manipulate or influence us in some way. 

 


